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ТОЛЕРАНТНОСТЬ КАК ОСНОВА  
ПОЛИТИЧЕСКОЙ КУЛЬТУРЫ И ОБЕСПЕЧЕНИЯ 

СТАБИЛЬНОСТИ В ОБЩЕСТВЕ

Для полиэтнического и поликонфессионального государства, как Ре-
спублика Казахстан, одним из важных условий развития является поли-
тическая стабильность, которая обеспечивается рядом факторов, в том 
числе, утверждением в обществе социокультурных основ толерантности. 
В политологической литературе толерантность рассматривается как 
принцип терпимости одного социального субъекта к социальным, поли-
тическим, этническим, конфессиональным и иным особенностям другого 
социального субъекта, т.е. как признание мировоззренческого, религиоз-
ного, социально-политического, культурного, национального и этического 
плюрализма. А плюрализм, в свою очередь, предполагает взаимодействие 
социальных партнеров на основе равенства, открытости социальному 
опыту другого, сохранения конфессиональных общностей религиозных объ-
единений. Каждый гражданин в нашей стране следует своим религиозным 
убеждениям и признает аналогичное право других. На сегодняшний день 
проблема религиозной толерантности закономерно входит в число наибо-
лее актуальных и активно обсуждаемых вопросов в современном, быстро 
меняющемся, противоречивом мире. Религиозную толерантность следует 
рассматривать как комплексное явление общественного сознания, в кото-
ром мировоззренческие и социально-психологические установки сочетают 
и допускают правомерность множественных религиозных традиций. Рели-
гиозную толерантность следует воспринимать также и как конкретные 
действия на уровнях индивидов, общественных структур, государства. 
Другими словами, религиозная толерантность - ценность и социальная 
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норма гражданского общества, проявляемая в праве всех его индивидов 
быть различными как по вероисповедованию, так и по конфессиональной 
принадлежности.

Ключевые слова: политическая культура, политическая стабильность, 
межэтническое согласие, межконфессиональные отношения, мировоззре-
ние, плюрализм, религиозные конфессии.
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TOLERANCE AS THE BASIS OF POLITICAL 
 CULTURE AND ENSURING STABILITY  

IN THE SOCIETY

For the multi-ethnic and multi-confessional state, such as the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, one of the important conditions for the development is the political 
stability, which is provided by the number of factors, including the establishment 
of sociocultural foundations of the tolerance in the society. In the political science 
literature, tolerance is considered as the principle of patience of one social subject 
to the social, political, ethnic, confessional, and other characteristics of another 
social subject, i.e. as the recognition of ideological, religious, socio-political, 
cultural, national and ethical pluralism. Pluralism, from the other side, involves 
the interaction of the social partners on the basis of equality, openness to the 
social experience of the other, and the preservation of confessional communities 
of the religious associations. Every citizen in our country follows his own religious 
beliefs and recognizes the same right of others. Today the problem of the religious 
tolerance is naturally one of the most relevant and actively discussed issues in 
the modern, rapidly changing, contradictory world. Religious tolerance should 
be considered as the complex phenomenon of public consciousness, in which 
ideological and socio-psychological attitudes combine and allow the legitimacy 



62  ЕВРАЗИЙСКИЙ СОЮЗ: Вопросы международных отношений • Выпуск 1(41) •Том 11 • 2022 

of multiple religious traditions. Religious tolerance should also be perceived as 
concrete actions at the levels of individuals, social structures, and the state. In 
other words, religious tolerance is the value and social norm of the civil society, 
manifested in the right of all its individuals to be different both by religion and 
confessional affiliation.

Key words: political culture, political stability, interethnic harmony, inter-
confessional relations, worldview, pluralism, religious confessions.

Since gaining independence, Kazakhstan has entered a new historical stage 
of the development, spiritual revival and modernization of public consciousness, 
characterized by deep transformations in all areas of public life against the back-
ground of the rise of national and religious self-consciousness and self-determina-
tion. As the multi-ethnic and multi-confessional state, Kazakhstan strives to ensure 
the peaceful coexistence of representatives of various ethnic groups and faiths, to 
maintain stability in the society, which is reflected in the flexible and balanced 
policy of the state, the main dominant of which is the culture of tolerance.

Over the past few years, Kazakhstan has been actively studying the problems 
of inter-confessional tolerance and religion. Among the main scientists, dealing 
with the problems of religion and inter-confessional relations in Kazakhstan, it 
is possible to distinguish the research of E. Baydarov. According to his research, 
new trends have emerged in the spiritual life of the Republic of Kazakhstan over 
the past decades, reflecting the changing social role of religion. Among them 
are indicated: the rapid growth in the number of believers and the number of 
religious associations, the emergence of new denominations, the complication of 
inter-confessional relations, the expansion of the scope of traditional religious in-
stitutions and their social functions, the deepening of the sensitivity of the general 
population to religious influence [1]. 

Researcher A.K. Kulbayev compiled the confessional portrait of Kazakh-
stan. Special attention is paid to the study of Islam in Kazakhstan. The re-
searcher analyzes the factors of the emergence of Christianity on the territory 
of Kazakhstan, the number of religious communities of various faiths and their 
relationships [2. P. 17].

The foundation of harmony and stability in the society was the initial choice 
in favor of the formation of the civil, rather than ethnic community. At the same 
time, the main factor in the success of Kazakhstan’s model of interethnic harmo-
ny was the preservation of the balance of the interests of ethnic groups, which 
does not allow the privileged position of someone’s and the infringement of the 
rights of others.

Religious tolerance has now become the crucial factor in ensuring peace, 
stability and economic progress in Kazakhstan. For Kazakhstanis, the principle 
of the tolerance is not only a norm of the political culture, but also one of the key 
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Tolerance as the Basis of Political Culture  
and Ensuring Stability in the Society/Толерантность как основа  

политической культуры и обеспечения стабильности в обществе

principles of the state, which strongly supports and strengthens it. The fact that 
the World Congress of the Representatives of World and Traditional Religions 
was held in 2003 in Kazakhstan for the first time in the world practice shows 
that religious tolerance is an integral element not only of the culture of tolerance, 
but also the ethno-politics of the Republic of Kazakhstan. During this time, five 
congresses were held.

It should be remembered that despite the fact that Kazakhstan has developed 
the stable model of interethnic and interfaith harmony, its maintenance requires 
tireless efforts on the part of the state and civil society, including religious asso-
ciations. It is necessary to constantly monitor the situation in this area, the inter-
action of all interested sides.

Interfaith relations in Kazakhstan are based on the following basic principles: 
the Constitution and laws of the country guarantee the protection of the freedom 
of conscience and religion. The Constitution prohibits any form of discrimina-
tion, based on religious, ethnic or other grounds. The country has joined the most 
important international agreements and treaties in the field of human rights, in-
cluding the UN fundamental covenants in this area. The state creates equal and 
favorable conditions for implementation of their functions by the confessions. 
This contributed to the significant increase in the number of religious associations 
during the period of independence. Despite the fact that the majority of the popu-
lation of Kazakhstan considers themselves as Muslims, this does not prevent the 
meaningful functioning of other faiths.

An important direction of the state’s policy is to support interfaith dialogue. 
At the initiative of Elbasy, former President of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
N.A. Nazarbayev, such a unique institute of interethnic and interfaith dialogue as 
the Assembly of the People of Kazakhstan was created [4. P. 5].

Modernization of the spiritual life of the Kazakh society in the era of globali-
zation and new political realities is impossible without new, scientifically based, 
constructive approach to the religion. Historically, Kazakhstan has always been 
the crossroad, the place of meeting and dialogue of various religions, cultures 
and civilizations of the East and West. Inherited from the cultural and ethical 
traditions of the Kazakhs, tolerance in the spiritual sphere is the good basis for 
the preservation of civil peace in the present and in the future. For the 30-th anni-
versary of its sovereign development, Kazakhstan has provided absolute freedom 
of the religious belief to all faiths: Muslims, Orthodox, Catholics, Protestants, 
Jews. According to the Ministry of Information and Public Development of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, the total number of religious associations representing 
18 denominations is 3,621 up to 10.08.2020. The number of Islamic associa-
tions – 2517, Orthodoxy – 329, Catholicism – 84, Judaism – 7, Buddhism – 2 [3].

This position of the state, based on the common basis of the mutual recogni-
tion, allows us to overcome the religious differences that repel to each other. At 
the same time, an important characteristic feature is that religious associations in 



64  ЕВРАЗИЙСКИЙ СОЮЗ: Вопросы международных отношений • Выпуск 1(41) •Том 11 • 2022 

Аюпова З.К., Кусаинов Д.У., Джанкадыров С.С.

Kazakhstan do not exist in the isolation from the society, but are also involved 
in the social and cultural events, civil peace and spiritual harmony in the society. 
According to the opinion of G.T. Telebayev, “the development of the religious 
tolerance in Kazakhstan’s society may be hindered by the activities of the radical 
groups with the religious interpretation of the political goals” [5. P. 21].

In order to prevent such scenario, new law on religion was adopted, and 
the effectiveness of its implementation of each individual norm depends on the 
quality of the work of the administrative authorities and the consciousness of 
the majority of the citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The problem is also 
the religious illiteracy of the religious and non-religious population. In order to 
eliminate this problem it is necessary to consolidate religious and non-religious 
groups of the civil society, to educate the population about religion under the 
sensitive and competent control of the state and to overcome these problems and 
strive for the stable future.

Thus, the comprehensive measures taken in our country to promote tolerance 
have the comprehensive impact on improving the political culture and ensuring 
the stability of economic and spiritual development.
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